
I have partly rewritten  

and rearranged the narrative. 

The [vehicle] was a motor-boat  

of light draught about thirty-two feet long. 

The island is a kitchen-midden. 

Vast areas…are largely virgin territory. 

In the depressions are… 

thickets of vicious cactus plants. 

We had gathered two wagonloads  

of living orchids. 



Have you ever found impaled  

on the cruel thorns of an orange tree 

the quivering bodies of  

still living baby mocking birds,  

placed there by the…so-called butcher bird? 

It occurred in great masses  

at many points on both sides of the river. 

Perhaps it was done with the best of intentions. 

If one wants birds, then make war on cats. 

Neither are we moved  

by any vulgar egoism (sic) in making this appeal. 



The citrus crop has been ruined  

as far down…as Miami. 

We had noticed that the hammock was on fire;  

A kindly reference to our dead friend. 

Having done well in business  

and having accumulated considerable ready money,  

he came west to invest in real estate. 

There was neither fulsomeness nor exaggeration  

but a graceful appreciation of that which he thought  

was best and noblest in human character. 



The gentlemen were a little undecided  

as to what they wanted. 

Their courses were tortuous  

and progress along them was much impeded. 

Mr. Deering did not occupy the chair. 

His hopes were largely realized. 



It is like trying to revive a house of incurables. 

There were nine nests completed. 

In time these loans had to be looked after. 

Recent hurricanes have washed away large areas 

where it probably occurred. 



And at the moment  

when our delight and encouragement  

were at their highest pitch, 

what is there can have caused this danger  

that now threatens us all?


